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Telemachus begins to assert himself before the violent
suitors. When night falls and each goes to his own house
to lie down to rest, the young prince is attended to his
chamber by the aged Euryclea, who had nursed him when
a little one. She bears the burning torches, and prepares
the chamber for her young master; and when he takes off
his soft doublet, she folds and smooths it and hangs it on
a pin by the jointed bedstead. Then she goes forth from
the room, and there, all night long, wrapped in a fleece of
wool, Telemachus meditates in his heart upon the journey
that Athena has shown him.

The next day, after a stormy meeting of the assembly,
Telemachus secretly sets sail for Pylus, accompanied by
the goddess Athena, in the form of Mentor. Only Eury-
ciea, the youth's faithful nurse, knows of his journey, and
she has taken a great oath not to reveal it to his mother
till the eleventh or twelfth day. Nestor graciously re-
ceives Telemachus at Pylus, and, as he himself has no
news of Odysseus, sends him on to Sparta, to King Mene-
laus, in the company of his own son, Pisistratus. The
young men are graciously received by Menelaus and
Helen, and Telemachus learns that Odysseus was a cap-
tive on an island of the deep in the halls of the nymph
Calypso.

Meanwhile, the suitors in Ithaca learn of Telemachus's
departure and lay an ambush to intercept him on his return.
Discreet Penelope, too, learns by chance of his absence,
and of the plots of the wooers, and her heart melts within
her at the thought of danger to her child. The good nurse
Euryclea tells her of Telemachus's plan, and lulls her
queen's grief. Penelope returns to her chamber and prays
to Athena to save her dear son and ward off from him the
malice of the suitors. As she lies there in her upper
chamber, fasting, and tasting neither meat nor drink, and